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route on the south, and that of Aquee on the north, is occu-
pied by the Knpooee tribe of Xagas, who are all tributary to
Muneepoor. Until the authority of Guinhheer Sing had
been firmly established over them* they were engaged in con-
stant warfare; travellers dared not venture to pass through
the country except in large bodies, and even then, w^re com-
pelled to pay largely at every village for permission to conti-
nue their journey. Now, however, they have been so effec-
tually subjugated, that dak-men weekly traverse the whole
country with perfect safety, and no single instance that I am
aware of, has occurred in the last eight years, of their being-
attacked, stopped or plundered. The villages occupied by
the tribe are about 100, and their numbers may be estimated
at from eight to ten thousand ; this however, can only be
considered a rough approximation to the truth, as we have
not the means of acquiring more definite information on the
subject. Their as&istance may at all times be calculated upon
in the conveyance of grain, military stores, or baggage, for
troops marching into Muneepoor : and in this duty, the
women are scarcely less efficient than the men ; but no reli-
ance should ever be placed on the aid they are capable of
giving in supplies of grain, as their cultivation barely suffices
for their own wants, and any thing like an inadequate fall of
rain, reduces them to a situation of extreme distress,

59th. The different routes have now been described, as far
as the valley of Muneepoor, and the two or three marches
across, from its western to its eastern side, lie over a particu-
larly level and open country, whose rivers are all tbrdable.
Thobal is the general point of departure for parties proceed-
ing to the Burmah frontier, aiid the routes most generally
frequented are those via Muchee and Imole, both of which
after crossing the Muring lulls pass into the Kubo valley*
from whence, as occasion requires, troops may advance with
equal facility north to Surajok, or south to Khumbai and
Kule, through a level and well watered, but nearly uninha-
bited valley, covered from one extremity to the other, with
deii*u bamboo and lofty forests of sal, keo and teak trees.
The first route, or that via Hicerokand Muchee, is from Tho-